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Raered by the Lords Spiritua 
and Temporal in Parliament 
aſſembled, That the Thanks of this 
Hauſe be, amd are "hereby given to the 
Lord Biſhop of Peterborough, {or the 
rellen Sermon "by him preached tg? 
| ore this Houſe, on Saturday the Thir- 
tieth of January laſt, in the Abbey- 
ty Church: of Weſtminſter a7 N 2 
I” hereby deſired to cauſe the ſame tb be 
f forthwith Frinted ard Publifped. 
=. W. Cowper, Cler". Parliament 
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And they began to be ſe orrow- 
ful, and to ſay unto him, 


another ſaid, I it [? 


F we ſeriouſly reflect on the National 
Sin and Shame of this Day, that have 
blacken'd it into a ſtated Day of Rebuke 
and Trouble ; we muft needs, as the Ac- 
cuſed in the Text, begin to be ſorrowfa, and 
o have (tho at the di of above Seventy 
ears) ſome Pain, ſome Shock upon us, that 
fo horrible a thing "ſhould have been once com- 
mitred in our Land : That a great Prince, a 
good Man, a devout Chriſtian, diſtreſſed by 


Factions, betrayed by Friends, ſubdued by 


Arms, confined in Priſons, . diſappointed in 
Eſcapes, ſhould be at laſt 9 forth to 
an ignominious Trial, to an execrable Sen- 
| wo 3 rence, 


one by one, Is it I? And 
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their own: 


= 1 


and even to a barbarous Execution of 
it, for a Spectacle before his own Palace, as 


W Laa aud Jaſulc over. che 


AQtors in it, but that of Ambition, Revenge, 
and Thirſt of Blood ? To what Ead, but to 


overthrow the Fences of Government, Liber- 


ty, and Religion; and to pick up they. knew 
not what in the Ruins of the Foundations of 
Church and State? K W. 

And yet poſſibly, if any perſons, or 


an 
Parties of Men, were o he — wit ol 
this heinous Guilt of ſhedding R Blood ; 
they would All throw off the 0 Ithpu- 


ration of it: they would be ready to clear 
themſelves, and to juſtify themſelves, and to 


caſt the e upon any Head but 
y would take it ill to be ac- 


2 ed; would /ay ane 
2. LEI? and: * 457 


270 ſo ie was 15 this Hiſtory x, of our 6 
idur's Sufferings, (not to ralleld by an 
ron his being, betrayed. — the ad ar 90 

wicked Men, and after cruel LA . 89 

Scourgings, brought forth as a Malefactor to 
die the moſt dolorous and infamous Death. 
He forefaw all he was to ſuffer; he was now 
opening the mdurnful Scene to his Diſciples at 
pper; and would intimate unto them, that 


what. grieved him moſt of all his Sorrows, 


Was to meet A 1 8 and Aber 
(6 ery 


ery ſo near unto his own, Boſom; that ons 
of his Companions, his Friends, his choſen 
Diſciples, who had received his Commiſſion, 
and called him Lord, that one of them ſhould 
ſell him, and betray him into wicked Hands. 
And therefore out of a deep Senſe of ſuch In- 
humanity, our Bleſſed Maſter would expreſs 
ſome Reſentment, ſome Indignation at it: 
* 1 ow before the Mo as 
the twelve Diſciples were at Supper, Jeſus ſaid, 
Verily I ſay wato you, One of you which 2 — 
with me betray me. Where, I fay, the 
ſenſible Pain and Anguiſh lay in this, that he 
fall a Sacrifice in his own Houſe; that 
in effect his own Table ſhould be made a 
Szare unto him, and he that eat of his Bread 
ſhould lift up his Heel againſt him. All che 
hard Sayings to be fulfilled in him; not an 
» Enemy to do him this Diſhonour, for then 
he could have born it; neither an Aduerſan, 
for. then perad venture he could have hid him- 
ſelf from him: But it was even than n Can 
panion, my Guide, and mine own Familier Friend, 
Said our Saviour to his own Subjects, to his 
own, Domeſticks, Oze of you which eatetb with 
me [ball betray me. ik r 
Fut who ſhould be that unworthy Man, 
that ungracious Wretch? Who could bear 
the Imputation, the remote Suſpicion of it? 
ho was it? Who could it poſſibly be? 
hey could every one anſwer for them! elves, 
far be it from every one of them; they were 


faying 
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ſaying * one, Is it I? and 

ant her, the very Criminal, ſaid, Is it I? 
From hence, and from our daily Experi- 
ence we learn, that there is ſuch a natural Re- 
ch in Sin and Wickedneſs, eſpecially in all 
reachery and baſe Cruelty, that People are 
impatient to bear any part of the Burden of 
it; they would ſhift it off elſew here, wy 
would thruſt it upon any Shoulders to ea 
| their own. . 5 
| As in the Caſes of the Text and of the Day, 
in both Caſes (Matters of Treaſon and Blood) 
what Carefulneſs ; yea, what clearing of them- 
ſelves ; yea, what Indignation; yea, what Fear ; 
yea, what vehement Deſire ; yea, what Zeal to 
approve themſelves to be clear in this Matter? 
In the firſt Inſtance before us of Servants be- 
traying their Lord and Maſter, no one guilty; 
not only the ſeveral that were really innocent 
juſtified themſelves, as they had a Right to do, 
ber even the Traytor himſelf was as forward 
to vindicate his own Honour: Even Judas ſaid 
among the reſt, Lord, Is it I? 
For fo I think the wording of tlie Text may 
be underſtood, tho our Tranſlation does not 
come up to it. They who were truly ſorrow- 
ful, or heartily concerned to think that their 
Maſter ſhould be betray'd by one | 
themſelves, they were the eleven Diſci 
not let into the horrid Secret; they could 
with an honeſt Reſentment ſay, one by one, 
to the number of eleven, each for himſelf, Ir 
SY >. it 


—_ * * 


Hoe of: Lords, Jan. 30 471, ) 
it 1? But then comes the twelfth” Diſciple, 
here called another, perhaps rather o Mos, 
He" the remaining Diſciple, J#das; who 
for fear his Silence ſhould have given Conſent 

to the Conſciouſneſs in his own Mind, he 
likewiſe ſaid, I it I? He likewiſe would he 
able to ſtand as fair as the beſt of them; he 
could demurely and boldly ask, 1s it 1? 
This Senſe of the Text, tho not obſerved 
by Commentators, is ſupported, or rather ex- 
preſs'd by St. Matthew xxvi. 25. After all but 
had been exceeding ſorrow ful, and be- 
gan every one of them to [ay unto him, Lord, is 
# 1? after ſome Pauſe, then Judas, Who be- 
trayed him, anſwered and ſaid, Maſter; is it 
1? Jeſus faid unto him, Thou baft ſaid; you 
betray your Guilt by your officious Forward- 
neſs in the Denial of it. So that tis very 
plain, tlie Perſons who had no hand in it 
ought” not to ſuffer the Reproach of it; and 
os plain, that the one Criminal out of 
is own Mouth would be Not Guilty. {He 
made ſtrange of it, he preſumed to appeal 
to the Judge of all Hearts, to him who knew 
What was in Man, to him he had the Aſſu- 
rance to ſay, Maſter, is it 1? 1 
The Reaſon of Sinners thus purging them- 
ſelves, is the natural Turpitude and rhe 'ſelf- 
conſdious Shame in Sin and Wickedneſs: 
When Men have committed the. Guilt, they 
Would fill decline 4 Odium of it. n 
NI - 


10 ef Sermon preached before the 
all the : manifold Inventions of concealing, 
diſguiſing, palliating, and ——— of 


every. Criminal Cauſe, to appear 
at leaſt, or rather to have no manner 
Concern in it. And this indeed is at te 

bottom of all Hypocriſy and Falſhood, 
mean the natural Stain and Reproach of 
Wickedneſs. Men would adventure to be 
wicked, to be exceeding ſinful, and yet they 
would not willingly — themſelves; they 
care not to ſeem Reprobates, they cannot 
eaſily aſſume the A of glorimg in their 
Shame, they would deny, or they would 
ſmooth and ſoften, or they would even fanc- 
tify their Crimes; as if .the leſs honowrable 
and more zncanely Parts of their Soul were to 
Jo. the wore alandant Honour beſtowed upon 
m. | 
So began Original Sin in the Naturę and 
Conſtitution of 'Things and Men ; the Sinners 
could not bear the Weight of their own Guilt, 
ra were ſhiftin __ Scene of Wickedneſs 
from one to anot Adam repreſented it to 
be the Fault of the Woman, and ſhe laid 
it to the Charge of the Serpent; and the 
Searcher of Hearts only determine the 
dontroverted Matter. Hence Men A de the 
being thought capable of Crimes hic 
are afterwards Ir: rawn into; they 
their being ſubject to any 1 2 
them: Far be ir from . Inteatigns to con- 
| celye 
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Hoſe of Lords, Jan. 30 1919. 8 
ceive this or that abominable Wie 
which at laſt they commit with 
Remorſe upon them. 

This Deceitfulneſs of Sin prevailed on the 
Traytor in the Text: And it was much the 
ſame with a better Diſciple, St. Peter, who 
was hkely to fall into another Snare of the 

Devil, th denying his Lord and Maſter : He 
at firft abhorred the Thoughts of it; it was 

impoſſible that he ſhould ever be the Man, 
the the falke ungtateful Man. And therefore 
when our Saviour told his Diſciples of their 
away from him, St. Mat. xxvi. 31. A 
ye be ofented becauſe of me ; it was St. Pe- 
ter who put in the firſt Proteſtation * 
ae coaching Fact, Tho all Men ſhall 
becauſe of thee, will I = be of- 
— Nay when Jeſus, who knew his 4 
firmities, told him Within what time, and 
how often he ſhould deny him, yet he ſtood 
it out with the utmoſt Aſſurance, Tho I ſhould 
die with thee, yet will I not deny thee: when 
after all he committed and repeated that Sin 
of Unfaithfulneſs, and could not but weep 
Litterly to * 4 how frail he had been. 

It was, P 1-4; a greater Failure in 
Hazael King Syria ; he deprecated the very 
Thoughts * doing what he dared to do : 
When he came a Meſſenger to Eliſha, the 
Prophet ſaw/ in him ſuch Indications of a 
wigked Mind, that the Man of God wepr 

at 
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F e rn . 
* * 
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72 off e900 Francs before the 
at the Prefages. of his doing Evil, 2 King 


viii. But Hazael wiped his Forehead, and 
ſaid, Why weepeth my Lord? When the Pro- 


phet anſwered, Becanſe I knot the Evil that 
than wilt do to the Children of Iſrael; their 
Strong bold wilt thou ſet on fire, and their, 
yours Men wilt that ſlay with the Sword, and 
wilt daſh. their Children, and rip up their Mo- 
men with Child: "Hazael ſtarted from the 
Imputation of fuch Barbarities as theſe; were: 
Could he be thought ſuch a Brute, the vileſt 
of them? [What F is thy Servant ſuch a Dog, 
that he ſbould do this thine? And yet When 
he came into Power and Opportunity, he did 
it all, and added other Effects of unbounded 
Tyragny and Opprefilon. .. ... 
From theſe Truths, directly within the 
Compaſs of the Text, (and alas! fatally with- 
in the Occaſion of the Day) we might learn 
many ſuitable Inferences and Leſſons of Ho- 
neſty and Wiſdom, | 


I. Fiſe, We might obſerve, that when Men 
are unhappily imbark'd in a bad Cauſe, they 
know not how far they ſhall go, or be puſh'd 
on in the purſuit of it; farther than they at 
firſt imagin'd: Step after Step in Wickedneſs, 
till they are plung'd in beyond their Aim, and 
beyond their Depth ; they have loſt them- 
ſelves, and all their firſt Intentions, It was 
undoubtedly ſo with the Beginners of 1 77 

| | unn 


Confuſion: Moſt of them of any Senſe could 
mean only the tender Defence of Liberties and 
Religion; Many of them receded, when they 
diſcovered. a worle Intention in it; but alas! 
too many proceeded farther on, till they found 
it too late to look - backward, till Things were 
deſperate, till the Leaders thought it neceſſa- 
ry to add Iniquity to Iniquity, Murder to 
Rebellion. | bak Ic 100 


II. And therefore we might, Secondly, infer, 
that this growing, State of Wickedneſs will 
ſpread moſt of all in the Enterprizes of, Facti 
on and Sedition, of Treaſon and Rebellion. 
dome of the chief Promoters of this Day's Evil 
had heen once in Favour and good Graces with 
their Sovereign, and ſo long they ſcorn'd to 


be ſuſpected of the leaſt ' Diſloyalty ; their 


Hearts were ſaid to be true, and yet, alas! 


how. deceitful were thoſe Hearts? They had 


not all they asked or expected, they were 
ſour'd apon ſome Repulſe, or grew ſullen at 
ſome Delay; then they ſecretly repined, they 


begun openly to murmur, their Paſſions drew: 


them to another fide, they grew oppolite to 
their former Friends, and acted in Contradic- 
tion to their former Pretenſions, till they were 


inſenſibly got out of their Reach, and out of 


their own Power; till they thought them- 


ſelves bound to go on, not knowing, not caring 


what would be in the end thereof. 
| III. A 


- 
- 


fatal Feuds that brought about this Day of 


——— fn th? . 


UI. A third Infforuace mk; ht be, that Mert 
ſhould ſtand faſt upon the Tate Foundati- 
ons and Boundaries of Lay NN 
paying Loyalty and A _ _— 

ring 


Law; fans Righ ts and 
8. 


to the fame 2 to bo p 

vernment as d ſor the . 

4 Body Politique for the mutual Aid and Fre- 
ſervation of Read and Members, no one to 
deſtroy or hurt the other, no Schiſm in { 
Body; a ſtated Superiority,” and a 
Subordination, nao Part Canoe from the 
Whole; a common Intereſt, and ſome Balance 
of Power to preſerve it. On this Bottom our. 


Piorefathers ſtood; not as on a Seat unſhaken, 


nor can any on Earth be fo eftabliſh'd ; Vie on oft 
a Baſis never utterly overthrown, till amidſt 
the Confafions of this Day. Providence reſto- 
red us to the fame Foundations of Sovereignty 
and Subjection, bounded by Law for common 
Good. Let us reſt here, not moving, if poſſi- 
ble, not leaning to the Right-hand, nor to the 
Left, Surely there is a Golden Mean, and a 
Center to reft in; if we are drawn into 
Extreme, we muſt be ſoon falling we know 
not where. 

But to keep more immediately to the Senſe 
of the Text, may ſeem more direckly to an- 
ſwer the Occaſion of the Day. A Day not to 
be inſulted with profane Contempt, nor — 


* 


N 
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Horſe of. Lords, Jan. 30 1719. 15 

be again polluted with Strife and Reproaches. 
A Day without queſtion of National $in, and 
National Judgment. But who committed 
that Sin? who brought that Judgment on ws? 
Hear one ſaying, Js it I? and another will 
ſay, Leit 1? e different Panties (all, fome 
way, concern'd) would be waſhing their own 
Hands of this Royal Blood, would be caſti 
all the Aſperſion of it on the Heads of 
they differ from. 

1. How many looſe Writers, and other un- 
reaſonable Men, have poured forth all the 
Blame upon the King alone, and rhe corrupt 
Manſtry, and a perſecuting Church and Cler- 


and Calamities which they brought - 
upon themſelves, It was, fay they, the af. 
fecting of Arbitrary Power, the going into 
Popiſh Cougſels and Foreign Meaſures. 
This, ſay they, kindled all che Fire that brake 
forch, and br 
py r whereia Mea of any Inſight know 
is a great want of Charity and Truth. 
Is there no diſtinguiſhing between the begin- 
ning of Murmurs and Diſcontents, and the 
ves of Revenge and Fury? Is there no al- 
wing for human Infirmities, and common 
Miſcarriages in every Reign? Is chere to be 
no Acknowledgment, that in every Grievance 
Right was done, or offer d to be done, anf 
Conceſſions were made ſufficient. 0 B 


- They muſt anſwer for all the following - 


ought all the Fuel to it. A hea» - 


* 


16 eAM' Sermon preached before" the 
wiſe and good Men? And ſuppoſing the very 
worſt, muſt it be granted, that the King does 
all the Wrong, and that his Perſon muſt be 
tried by the People for it, without any Law, 
or any Precedent whatever? Thoſe Men 
who would ſo juſtify the horrid Fact, ſeem 
to labour to become guilty of it. It would 
raiſe our Indignation to have a common 
Friend barbarouſly murder*d, and then parti - 
ally brought in Felo de /e. 2 
2. In Calumnies and Reproaches Men de- 
light to be out of debt to one another: And 
therefore Men of different Sentiments put a 
different Turn upon their Ad verſaries. They 
plead there was no manner of-Offence given; 
it Was pure Innocence and Merit on the ore 
fide; and that the wicked Deſigns, and evil 
Arts, and horrible Reſolutions were all en- 
tirely on the they. ſide. The original Plot 
(lay they) was for the utter Deſtruction of 
the King and Church: The Raiſers of the 
War (fay they) were all Sectaries and Schiſ- 
-maticks, by Principle and by Covenant Ene. 
mies to the Crown and the whole Conſtitu- 
tion; Antimonarchical, Republican, Rebels, 
Regicides, and what not? Eſpecially the 
Presbyterians, (and they have enlarged that 
Denomination) they are treading always in 
their Fathers Steps, and therefore are co be 
branded and purſued as public Enemies for 
ever. We muſt likewiſe! confeſs ſuch bitter 
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Words. to be uncharitable and untrue ;.. the 
Remonſtrances, the Tumults, the very draw- 
ing of the Sword began in no Name but that 
of his Majeſty's SubjeQs, Ec. the dividing 
igto multip lied Seas and religious Parties 
Was N the ſad e e of thoſe 
Troubles, than the Cauſe of them. How- 
ever, of thoſe various Parties, the old Pur. 
tans, who made up the bulk of the Presbyte. 
rians, Were, the molt ſober-minded, had the 
leaſt Diſpoſition towards the Iniquity of this 
Day, made ſolemn Proteſtations againſt it, 
5 did endeayour to atone for it. 
3. And now hear the common Adeęrary 
the Papiſts, they, take their Advantage of 
theſe mutual Revilings among us. They pre- 
a thennſelves, and their glorious Church, to 
have |beenthe only or Adherents to the 
ing; that they honeſtly ſupp lied Him with 
Ree, yy. Arms, and Men; an offer'd to 
ply Prog with Foreign Kid, With Citholick 
| ps. to defend an deliver him from = 
Curſe of Hereſy and Schiſm. We have no 
Time to reply, * in à Word, Thar of all 
Farties they had the fulleſt Hand i ſowing 
e Tares that grew up, and were kind! 
into Flames. They ave the main Octaſion 
0 8 Fears and Jealouſies : They made the bloody 
FD of Proteſtants to be the CSI 
550 to Self-. Defence and Preſervatibn: 
Nr, tho in vain, to poſſeſs the King; 7 
poſſeſs 


2 4. 
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18 . Sermon preached before the 
poſſeſs d the neareſt to his Bofom, they corrupt - 
ed his Royal Iſſue: and, to avoid ſpeaking o 
their Inſults at his Death, of their accommo- 
dating ber to it, of their embaraſſi 

the Affairs of his Succeſſor, I muſt have lea 

to think, that they were the leaſt inſtrumen- 
tal in the Happy Reſtoration, however inſo—-— 


n er ce d 

Il fr Be. (Nay, they had made his Re- 
ity, vas omitted ͤ turn in Peace utterly impracti 
in the Spear. Cable, if they had given the Na- 
tion any Evidence, any ſtrong Suſpicion, that 


| He was reconciled to their Church of Nome. 


For the Body of the Nation well knew, that 
Goſpel Faith and Worſhip, that legal Rights 
and Liberties, could not be maintain'd by a 
Popiſh Prince. We may call to mind, that 
our Saxon Anceſtors, even under a thick Veil 
of Superſtition, would not bear their Sove- 
reign. Princes going in Perſon to Rome, till 
they had firſt quitted their Crown and Regal 
Dignity. It was ſo with our firſt Royal Wan- 
derer Ceadwalls, . An. 688. An abdicated 
Prince, and then a Pilgrim. Relicto Imperio 
Prater dominum regmumg; perpetumm venit Ro- 
mam. Aer. Men. ſub anno. So his next Suc- 
ceſſor Ina, Et ipſe relicto Imperio ac junioribus 
\Commendato ad limina beatorum Apoſtolorum 12 
gorio Pont iſiratim tenente Frefectus et. lb. 


— — 
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| . ſame wi Offa, and other 
wea k Princes. e 8971 Ic nce to the con- 

trary, I think, was Etheheolpb, who adven- 
turd. to go as a crowned ead to Rome, 
An. 855. But this was thought ſuch an In- 
dignity to the Realm of England, that it oc- 
d great Confuſiogs. For in bis Ab- 
ſence it was in effect dechr d, that he had 
ſorfeited his Rights, that he. ought not to 
Received as King, but be Rejected and Dif- 
owp'd for ever. Nor could he enter and en- 

his former State, till he had reſignd one 

5 his two Kingdoms, and impoveriſb'd the 

' Land with a continual Tribute to the oy 95 
Rame. Adhelbaldus Rex Adehwlphi { Regir fi 
& Ealſtanus Scireburnenſis Eccleſi 4 5 


Eanulphus quogue Sumurtunemſis pagi Cames 6 
juraſſe referuntur, ne — 25 * 4 
Rana revertens iterum in Regno reciperetur. 


Ne irremedigbile Saxonie periculum belligerante 
Patre cum Filio, quin immo tota cum Gente am- 
Pork 1 et grown £ crudelias per 24 

s quaſi clades inteſtina augeretur: a- 
bilt Patiis clementia, — —ͤ—ͤn No- 
bilium, adunatum antea Regnum inter Patrem & - 
Flags dividitur.—— Roma quoque omni anno tre- 
centas mancuſas denariorum rw pracepit, Oc. 
Flor, Wigorn, ſub anno 855.) . _ 


Bot thus, 1 ſay, all parties would amd 4 


* World by iqveighing Ons ag againſt the vir 
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ach would cry out againſt His Neigbout, 
11 — art the Man: The Guilt and the Veri- 
At of that Blood be on © Thee and thy 
for ever. Whereas, in truth, among a 
the deplorable Diviſions, there was no one 
Denomination of People, but what were more 
or ; leſs found, Partakers of the Sin of this 
Day. Let none be too officious in vindica- 
themſelves: None too eager in upbraid- 
Ag others. The Load is net All on any one 
Side. The Princes, the Prieſts, the People, 
the Nation were to blame; and we have All 
ok us reaſon ſo far to mourn and to repent, 
And to bring forth the Fruits worthy of 4 Na- 
tional Repentance. © 
The Limits of my Diſcourſe and your Pa- 
Hence will not ſuffer me to enter intò a wide 
Field, that ſeems to open upon us: But ſuffer 
me, "Mh Lords, to ſuggeſt a few Things, ** 
to leave them i in Suggeſtion only. * en 


I. Firſt, I would ſuggeſt, That at che time 
of ſhedding this Royal Blood,” All, but the 
Part of an High Court of Juſtice, ſo called, 
and a certain Band of Officers, pretended to 
e clear of it: They did all in effect, as Pi- 
late at the condemning of our Holy Maſter 
Jeſus; not only their Wives had a more 
tender Regard, but they themſelves could 
"waſh their own Hands before the Multirade, 


We are innocent, ſee 70 10 it; ' As Palate 
| 1 
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threw it on the People, they on the Chief 
Prieſts, they on the Phariſees, and they again 

on Jeſus himſelf, as guilty and deſerving to 
die; ſo here, if we arraign the Body of the 
Nation, it is pleaded that there were oppo- 
| ſite Powers, and diſtinct. Armies, and equal 
Strength for a long while. If we look to- 
* ward the two Houſes, we can find but one, 
| and that a Refuſe of the Dregs that were 
left behind. Tf we lay the Charge on a pre- 
wailing Army, even there it is objetted, that 
the General himſelf knew little of it; that 
the Soldiers: were under Command and Pay, 
and that ſome of the Chief Officers, when 
called to account for it, excuſed themſelves in 
being bound to obey Orders, and not to dif- 
pute the Reaſon of them. . C3 BY 


| II. Secondly, I would fuggeſt, That tho 
all Parties and Perſons (a very few excepted) 
would juſtify themſelves, and would caſt the 
odious Imputation upon others; yet in truth 
All were culpable more or leſs: ſome as 
Principals, ſome as Acceſſaries, ſome as mere 
Tools, or as idle Standers-by ;. for even a- 
mong the Royal Party, ſome, I doubt, were 
hanging on the Wheels of the Chariot, not 
thinking that they did but help others to 
overturn it. Some retired to act a negative 

Part of Silence and Safety: Some were haſ- 
tily purchaſing their own Peace at the Ex- 
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. Serman prrached heft the 
pence af the Publick : Some were fl into 
Foreign Parts, or any Places of Neige, till 
they thought the Storm might be overpaßs'd: 
Some fer revolted to the conqueriag r Side. 
Impoſſible that an united Intereſt of the King's 
Friends could ever f r r 1 et 
,_— Oy 2: 

III. 1 would, Thal eſt, That at this 

| Diſtance of Time, 3 1 f ird or fourth Ge- 
neration, it doth not ſo much concern us to 
be' contending and reviling, and to turn this 

Day of- Faſting and Mourning into 4 Day of 

Strife and Debate; as it does concern us, and 

will concern our Poſterity, to mark and to 

avoid: all thoſe Steps and Snares that led Men 
on to this fatal "Deftration of King, and 
Church, and State. This Caution concerns 

al manner ef People, and thoſe more eſpe · 

cially who have made the loudeſt Outcries 
againſt their Brethren upon the Occaſion of 
this Day; for even they, by their on late 
Practices, have made it the more 8 

to pe the Obſervation of this Day, to 

. for an everlaſting Sea-Mark, 28 

ſplicting upon the ſame Rocks of Dilloyaley, 

A ani open Rebellion. 

30 many were the Deluſions of Men, and 
the Devices of the Devil on that Occaſion, 

n to be 1 
at 15 


1. One 
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I. One of the chief was a ſtrange Infatua- 
tion in the Minds of People tend 


thuſiaſm, and unaccountable Conceits and Pre- 
judices in Matters of Religion and 'Govera- 
ment. If the Nation had been ſober minded, 


it had been impoſſible to have brought thoſe 


things to bear: But when Mens Heads were 
watm'd and turn'd with a miſtaken 'Zeal, 
and a Contempt of Know ; hen they 
were capable of rhe abſurdeſt Norions; of the 
vaineſt Imaginations; they could believe they 


knew not what, and muſt impoſe that Belief 


on others. And ſo Blaſphemy, Nonſenſe; any 
Illegality, any Impiety could be obtruded in 
the Name of Divine Right and the Cauſe of 
God. On that Rock let us ſplit no more; 
let us labour at leaſt to keep in their 
right Minds, and, if poſſible, to recover thoſe 
who have been ſpirited away into ſtrong De- 
lufions. In Religion, ler us direct Men to 
found Reaſon, and to plain Scripture, - In Go- 


vernment, let us them to Laws and 


Conſtitutioas; and to the Grounds and Foun- 
dation of all Government, the Publick 
and the Common Good. Unleſs we are on 
this Bottom of Seriptural Inſtitutions and Le- 


gal Eſtabliſnments; we give Men a Looſe to 


the wildeſt Fancies of making and believing 
their on Inventions, and periſhing in them. 
2. Another unhappy Step towards the Evil 
of this Day, was humouring that — 


ing to Ha- 
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the P by ſeditious Preaching to them, 
and poiſoning their Hearts continually with 
more and more Diſeontent and Diſa ffection to 
their Lawful Goyernours. Surely the Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel ſhould have kept to the Te- 
nour of it, Peace, and Quiet, and Obedience 
for Conſcience ſake; and as they found the 
Nultitude more inclined to Faction, they 
ſhould the more in feaſon have put them in 
mind to be ſubject to the Powers ſet over them 
by Law, the Ordinance of Man, the Ordi- 
"nance of God: But alas! on the contrary, 
ſome who ſerved at the Altar were daily 
fetching Fire from it, and were blowing 
the People with Fears and Jealouſies, With 
-Prejudices and falſe Surmiſes, to alienate their 
Affect ions from the ſettled Government; and 
-this-as in the Name of God, and from the 
very Word of God. And tho theſe were 
eommonly of the younger and more inferiour 
Clergy, yet by the Iniquity of the Times they 
grew Popular, and able to be prime Incendi- 
axies of the Civil War, and to carry it on d 
the Great Rebellion. Let following Ages take 
heed, that they who are commiſſioned to 
preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, do keep within 
the Bounds of that Commiſſion, i: e. our com- 
mon Faith and Salvation, and the publick 
Peace and Happineſs. To poiſon the Floci, 
is far from the feeding of it: In ſuch caſes of 
," Infection, theſe Sheep, what have they de 
f g | ut 
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but theſe Shepherds, what have thiey to an- 
ſwer for? (1991. 220 ane R 
3. Another of the wicked Arts to widen 
thoſe Breaches, was by idle” Tales of Calumny 
and Defamation; by ſpreading falſe Rumours 
and the moſt incredible Stories, to turn aſide 
the Minds of People, to affright them, and 
ena ſperate them againſt the Government. 
Some were employ'd to invent ſad Stories, tho 
but for the Service of à Day; others were 
ſent to and fro (like ſo many Meſſengers of 
datan) to ſpread about the terrible Accounts 
of Things, and to vouch for them; and the 
poor People, who believed chem, were impa- 
tient to tell every ane his Neighbour; and 
every: ons in their Affrigiuments added ſome- 
thing more, till a -Lyizs Spinit ſeemd to be 
gone forth as a Judgment upon the Land, and 
People at laſt could repeat and affirm Stories 
which they knero to be falſe; and ſuch Sin 
ners might be / paſt Shame, even upon this 


Da ren 8 HI „eee neee. 
0 But from hence came the next Forerun- 
ner of Ruin, the Spixiting up: tlie common 
Frople into Riots and Tumults, and Jo,puſh- 
ing them forward to Inſurrections and Redelli- 
on; they were taught Grievances, and a Right 
to have them redreſs d in their o.πõẽ n Way: Ju- 
ſtice was to be a Demand in the Streets; the 
mea neſt of the People were inſtructed and 
managed to gather ** Night, and ta ap- 


26 M Sernun preached before the 
pear at Noon- and to beſiege Palaces 
Lud anon kues Surely there wanted 
Law, or there wanted Spirit to ſunpreſ them. 
By their not beiug timely ſuppreſꝭ d, a ſmall 
Gang betame a Party; the Parties grew into 
a Body; and that Body inro Troops and Ar- 
mies: By a fort of gradual Advance, like 
that of Streams and Torrents, lo! the Brat 
became a Riber, and the River became a Se. 

. In all this muſt be underſtobod the leads 
ing Cauſe of All, the Corruption and ge- 
neral Depravation of Manneis, that uſher d 
in | that Stupidity, 4nd thoſe Calamities upon 
us. Tbe Liberties of the! Stage, and inde- 
cent Repreſentations, and vitious Interviews, 
that cam in a little before the beginning of 
thoſe Troubles, had tended much to ſoſten 
and taint the Minds of People. T grew 
familiar with what their Anceſtots a 1 
A vilible Profaneneſs in ſome, had caſt orhers 
into Hypocriſy and outward A nce on- 
iy. Between both, the Chriſtian Simplicity 
abated, the Moral Honefty decay*d; nay, Hu- 
manity itſelf gave way to Diſappointment, 
Wrath, and Revenge. For the moſt part, 
the ſerving upon Principle was dropt, the 
Craſt Was to ſerte ſor Intereſt, and during) 
Adyantage; to watch: the Riſe and Pall of 
Policies; to underſtand Benefits, and the Gain 
or Loſs of them; or even ſometimes to ad« 
vent ure All upon Humour, Will, * 

2 ( ure. 
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fare. So that Inſtability, Ingratitude, Anger, 
and every evil thing (chat could poſſibly ariſe 
from-Immorality.and Irreligion) had a fatal 
influence on the Riſe and 
deplorable Troubles. 


* 


But 70 conclude; Thate is ſtil a Debt of 


Thankfulneſs ta God, that when we have 
been juſtly deploring the Sins and Follies, 
and Calamities of thoſe Times, eſpecially the 
Blackneſs and Horrour of this Day; we ſhould 
caſt an Eye upon the Beams of Comfort that 
ſoon brake forth again: After the Sum ſetting, 
as it. Were at this Van Dar. there was indeed 
a thick Cloud, and horrible Darkneſs upon us 


for near twelve Years; but then came the 


Morning, and Joy with it: A Fear of Tub 

a Monch of double Bleſſings; the 2 
Return of one King, and the auſpicious Birth 
af One to hring Peace and legal Set- 
other to renew. them, and inſure 
for mahy Generiitidns: to 


J 


tlement,; tl 
them, we 
come. For if we can truſt our own 
nay, if we can truſt car own N 
the good Providence ef God will not ſuffet ys; 
to be again made a Sacrifice to unreaſonable 
Men. Fray we, That the Brightness of that 
Divine. Providence may open every; day more 
aud more, in favour and r of the Kings 
in protection r af the Chureh and 
State, in ſupport of the Proteſtant ary.” 


ncreafe of thoſe | 
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e in 1 Bala: 
of. 58 1 e. And oh let tele neſs! of; 
God, rp we have ſo liberally, talteds ineline 
us All to amend qur ways, to be Mie, and 
vertuous, and conſcientious; to lead nd Hon And, 
peateable Lives, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty 

that we may be worthy to giye G + * 
Cod on high, to ſee Peace an „anch 
Gn 4 | ey | 
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